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Preparation for Gathering: 
As God’s people, we have gathered.  
We may be discouraged, dismayed, discordant with life. 
Let us sit together, sharing the solace of silence.  
Let us possess the peace of God’s presence and be wrapped in the warmth of God’s love. 
Let us be comforted and quieted, prepared for communion with God and fellowship with 
one another.  
 
HWB 1  What is this place 
Welcome 
Light our Peace Lamps 
 
 
Call To Worship: 
 
Inspired by Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
A word of encouragement came from prophet to people; 
Live a life that is full—build, plant, eat, love, multiply— 
Pray for your communities 
Keep God in the center of all that is. 
We enter into worship today with hope in our hearts 
For something happens here 
that reminds us that we can live as God desires 
God has made a promise of faithfulness to us 
and we can trust the promise 
 
Announcements 
 
Offering Prayer: 
 Lord, you have formed us to be a people—  
the body of Christ, at work in your world.  
We celebrate the gifts you have given us to carry out the work of your kingdom.  
You have given your people many gifts.  
You have called some to teach, 
 some to administer,  
some to offer hospitality,  
some to share the Good News, 
 some to heal.  
You have given each of us a gift.  
We offer ourselves—our gifts, our time, our energy, our resources—to you. Amen. 



Sermon Nathan Lutjens, execute conference minister 
HWB 417 v.1-3 All who love and serve your city  
 
Sharing Time  

Prayer for the world: 
Gracious God, send us your Holy Spirit so we might pray according to your will. 
We pray for the church in every place and for the ministry Christ has given each of 
us.  
( Silence/ free prayers) 
We pray for the peace of the world 
that respect and forbearance might grow, 
that oppression and vengeance might be overcome. 
(Silence and/or free prayers) 
We pray for those in positions of public trust, that they might serve justice and 
promote freedom.  
(Silence and/or free prayers) 
We pray for blessing on all human labor, 
that the riches of creation might be used for the common good. 
(Silence and/or free prayers) 
We pray for those in poverty, danger, and suffering,  
that they might be set free and given hope.  
(Silence and/or free prayers) 
We pray for those who make us their enemies.  
We pray for ourselves when we become the enemy. 
May we find forgiveness and be transformed.  
(Silence and/or free prayers) 
We thank you for the bounty of nature,  
the treasures of culture, meaningful work, 
and the bonds of human community.  
Most of all we thank you for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Silence and/or free prayers) 
In the name of the One who was, and is, and is to come we pray, Amen.  

 
 
Communion 
Introduction 

   Thanksgiving Prayer 

       L: God be with you.  
       P: And also with you.  
       L: Lift up your hearts.  
       P: We lift them up to God.  
       L: Let us thank God.   



       P: It is good to thank God. 

       L: We thank you, God, that you have provided for all the worlds that ever were 
or will be, by giving yourself to them in love.   
If we go to the heights of the mountains, or if we make the grave our bed, you are 
with us.   
If we go to the depths of the sea, your right hand holds us fast.   

We thank you for Jesus, your Word, who lived among us, uncovering your presence.   
We thank you that you stamped his death with victory and that Life, not Death,  
       has the final word. 

Bless us, as we share this bread and cup, that we might be nourished by that same 
unbounded love, and so be encouraged to be your servants to the world. 

   Words of Institution 

As this grain once was scattered in the fields and has come together in one bread,  
       so we, with different needs and hopes come together as one,  

for we share one bread.   

       [break the bread]  

       Take and eat.  This is the Bread of Life. 

The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant  
       written in our hearts and witnessed by Jesus. 

       [hold up cup]  

       Take and drink.  God is with us. 

   Prayer after Communion 
 
HWB 429 Go now in peace  
 
Benediction: 

 
We leave now to live our lives. 
We will grow old, 
we will raise families, 
we will love neighbor and family. 
 
We will get on with living our lives, 
mindful of the dreams God has for humanity. 
Whether we are in Jerusalem or Babylon, 
we will trust that God’s peace will come.  
 
 
 
 


