
      SERMON ON THE MOUNT MENNONITE CHURCH 
      INTERNET WORSHIP SERVICE 

     MAY 31, 2020 
 

       PENTECOST 
 
FOCUS STATEMENT   Are you ready to be challenged and changed by the breath of the Holy Spirit? Is 
your fire built so that when the wind blows it will be fanned into something bigger and better—or will it 
be blown out?  
 
PRELUDE  Fire of God, undying Flame  (you tube video) HWB 129 
 
Even though the peace lamp is unavailable to light here (Sherri’s house) we can still continue to pray and 
act for peace and may Christ’s peace be with you all. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: As we gather together around the fire, watching the colors ebb and flow from one into 
the other,  
People: May we see the Spirit enter in through mystery and color, 

  Leader: Let us see the Holy Spirit at work in others and in ourselves. 
People: Help us to grow our fire to share the Spirit’s movement within our church, community 
and to the world. Carol Penner, “Come, Holy Spirit, Come,” Leading in Worship, July 24, 2019, 

carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship. Used with permission. 

 
PRAYER    

We are waiting for your presence, God. Patient, like a lover sitting by the telephone, waiting 
for the voice of their beloved. Attentive as a farmer watching clouds for rain, waiting for the 
parched soil’s relief. Intent as a child standing by the road, waiting for the parade to appear. 
Empty as a satellite dish scanning the heavens, waiting for a message from the stars. Poised as 
the still arms of a windmill, waiting for the wind’s inspiration. Open as the wide sand beach, 
waiting for the tide’s embrace. Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

 
HYMN     Holy Spirit, come with power  (you tube video) HWB  26 
 
INVOCATION 

God of the heart, God of the blood and fire and smoke, you have invoked our presence here 
this morning with your great gift of the Holy Spirit.  May this service of worship and praise be 
worthy of your challenge to us.  May we turn the Spirit’s reign in our hearts to fire in our lives.  
May we glow red with power and love.  May we wear our fiery hearts on our sleeves for all 
who have eyes to see!  

 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  John 20:19-23   (Doris) 
HYMN   Breathe on me, breath of God  (you tube video) HWB 356 
  
SCRIPTURE READING   Psalm 104:24-30, 35b  (Marilyn) 
HYMN   I sing the mighty power of God  (you tube video) HWB 46 
 



RESPONSIVE READING     1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  (everyone)  HWB 851 
HYMN   There are many gifts   (Dennis – guitar) HWB 304 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Numbers 11:24-30   (Tom) Acts 2:1-21    (Vicki) 
HYMN   O Spirit of the living God  (you tube video) HWB 361 
 
MESSAGE  Why is it called Pentecost Sunday? (Sherri)   HWB 143/574 
RESPONSIVE HYMN Spirit of the living God   (you tube video) HWB 349  
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER      This 5th Sunday offering is designated for Kid Link Riverside Initiative 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/SHARING/PRAYER    (Jim) 
 
HYMN   O Holy Spirit, making whole  (Bernette – piano) HWB 300 
   
BENEDICTION   As you go forth from this place, may the wind of the Spirit startle your senses and blow 
through your life; may the fire of the Spirit scorch your complacency and light your way. And may the 
blessing of the Holy One —Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer— rest with you now and forever more. Amen. 
Joanna Harader, “Wednesday Worship Piece: Pentecost,” Spacious Faith, June 8, 2011, spaciousfaith.com. Used with permission. 
 

GROUP MEETING to discuss about future church worship options and a group donation to COVID-19 
Congregational Relief Fund.  
 
 
 
 
FOR REFLECTION 
Have you ever sat by a campfire in the dark just staring at the flames? Watching the way the colors 
interact with each other, one blending into the next. From white-hot to deep red-orange, the colors shift 
as they will. We cannot coerce the flames to a color that is pleasing to us—not by ourselves at least. You 
can add something, though, that creates a rainbow in the flames—little packets that create a chemical 
reaction when thrown into the flames. It is the most fun to sneak them into the fire when no one 
suspects. Slowly, colors of purple, green, and blue are added to the red, orange, yellow, and white. 
There are exclamations of surprise and awe. Questions are asked: What? How? Why? And there are 
always expressions of admiration of the beauty. That is what Pentecost is—the taking of a simple fire 
and adding the Holy Spirit to make something amazing and beautiful.  
• How have you seen the Holy Spirit move in my faith journey?  
• How have you seen the Holy Spirit at work in our church?  
• Where have we turned away from the Holy Spirit’s urging? Where have we let our fire be put out? 
How can we be challenged to rebuild the fire bigger and better?  
• As a church, how can we set ourselves up as kindling, ready for the wind to blow the Spirit’s fire into 
our midst? 


