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DAY OF THE CHRISTIAN MARTYR 
 

WHAT IS A MARTYR?  According to the original Greek, the word “martyr” actually means “witness”.  
Martyrs throughout the history of the church testified to the truth and power of Jesus Christ and 
believed that they should take that witness to others, regardless of the cost. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE PEACE LAMP in your own space whether it be a lamp or a candle as a reminder to pray 
and act for peace. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        STJ 121 
 
HYMN   This little light of mine     HWB 401 
 
SCRIPTURE  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-60 
REFLECTION  Martyrs 
PRAYER          HWB 701 
HYMN   Faith of the Martyrs     HWB 413 
 
SCRIPTURE  Mark 12:28-31 
MESSAGE  What is the priority of a Biblical disciple? 
PRAYER          HWB 802 
HYMN   Praise, I will praise you, Lord    HWB 76 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING   designated for Central Plains Mennonite Conference 
PRAYER          STJ 148 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SHARING 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER       HWB 720 
 

HYMN   How can we be silent     STJ 61    
 
BENEDICTION         STJ 159   
       
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
June 21 – CPMC worship service led by Beth.  We will have communion so prepare your own elements 
and we will partake together.   
 
June 28 – Worship service led by Dennis on his reflections from the CPMC annual assembly. 
 
 
 



ANABAPTIST LEARNING MONTH – This is a 4 part series to be held every Sunday in July. Worship 
resources available if you would like to lead a service.  “Reconciliation is the center of our work,” says 
pastor and teacher Palmer Becker in What Is an Anabaptist Christian? During our church’s Anabaptist 
Learning Month, we’ll explore what this reconciling work means. Worship each Sunday will focus on a 
dimension of reconciliation: • reconciliation with God • reconciliation with ourselves • reconciliation 
with creation (an outdoor service, if possible, followed by carry-in picnic) • reconciliation with others.   
 

 

What does Pastor Jean-Paul’s martyrdom inspire? 

 

Those who have given their lives for the advance of the gospel did so as the next step in their journey of discipleship. They did 

not simply wake up one day, living a marginal Christian experience and decide, “Today I’ll give my life for my faith.” No one 

is born as an exemplary biblical disciple (quite the opposite — we are all born into sin in a fallen world). Each of us must 

intentionally learn, obey and grow to become more and more Christlike throughout the entirety of our lives. 

Each of us can be inspired to live faithfully for Christ by observing the transformative power of Christ in those who have paid 

the ultimate price. Drawing from their example, we can take the next step of obedience in our journey as a follower of Jesus. 

Always taking our next step is the mark of a maturing believer. 

To be inspired by Christians who are persecuted for their  faith today, visit persecution.com 

and sign up for The Voice  of the Martyrs’ free monthly magazine. 

 

Paul (A.D. 69) 
After Paul’s confrontation with  

Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), all the fiery intensity of his 
former life as a persecutor was refocused on his efforts to tell others 
about Christ. Paul pioneered evangelistic practices and planted 
several dozen churches. According to tradition, he was beheaded in  
about A.D. 69 on the Ostian Way just outside the gates of Rome. He 
fought the good fight, finished the race and kept the faith. 

“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  
   —Revelation 2:10  

 


