
April 5, 2020 Worship Service 
 
NOTE: today's resources have been split into 2 parts, Part 1 and Part 2. Part 1 focuses on Jesus' 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and we praise Him with joy and gladness! Part 2 leads to His crucifixion 
and our sorrow at His death. I invite you today to engage with the worship materials through the 'Prayer 
of Confession,' then, on Thursday or Friday, come back to the materials, and starting with the 'Prayer of 
Confession' again, go through to the end. This may feel unfinished, and that's ok. I'm trying to create the 
dissonance between the joy and the sorrow that comes just days apart in our Christian lives. Perhaps 
this will help you more fully engage in the emotions and feelings of Jesus' disciples.  
 
"Show us how to balance celebration and grief" 
Focus statement: We praise Jesus along with the crowds for all we know of his miracles and goodness, 
but it so quickly turns this week to events that led to his death. Longing to understand Jesus more 
deeply, we say, "Show us how to both celebrate your life and honor your death." 
 
HWB 238 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTR59zh2Tyg 
 
Call to Worship (again, I invite one of you to read the leader parts and all/both of you to read the 'All') 
L: The Lord is my strength and my song and has given me victory. Songs of joy and victory are sung in the 
camp of the godly. The strong right arm of the Lord has done glorious things! I will live to tell what the 
Lord has done! 
All: God's faithful love endures forever! 
L: Open for me the gates where the righteous enter, and I will go in and thank the Lord. These gates lead 
to the presence of the Lord ,and the godly enter there. I thank you for answering my prayer! 
All: God's faithful love endures forever! 
L: This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. Bless the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord. You are my God, and I will praise you! Give 
thanks to the Lord, whose faithful love endures forever!  
All: God's faithful love endures forever!  
 
HWB 71 Joyful, Joyful, we Adore Thee  (please note: the video differs slightly from the hymn book) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GisCqoTZiH0 
 
Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11 
 
Sermon: Part 1 
"This last Sunday of Lent we can finally sing our Alleluias and Hosannas and celebrate Jesus as the Savior 
we've discovered him to be as we asked him to show us throughout the Lenten season. Praising him for 
who he is puts us in step with the people who welcomed him on the road to Jerusalem. " I invite you to 
create a list of all the things you give thanks to God for.  
 
Prayer of Confession 
HWB 144 Kyrie Eleison (please note: the video melody is different from the hymn book) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBnQxliSWgU 
L: O God, we come to you as the people who greeted Jesus on the road to Jerusalem, full of joy and 
praise and thanksgiving. Forgive us the times we forget to show you our gratitude. Lord, have mercy. 
All: (singing) Kyrie Eleison 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTR59zh2Tyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GisCqoTZiH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBnQxliSWgU


L: We come as the people who were  baffled when they realized how quickly their joy was turned to 
sorrow for you. Lord, have mercy. 
All: (singing) Kyrie Eleison 
L: We come , wanting to be with you as you enter the time and place of your death, knowing we cannot 
face this week alone. Lord, have mercy. 
All: (singing) Kyrie Eleison 
 
Part 2: Begin with the Prayer of Confession and sing through Kyrie Eleison again.  
 
Sermon: Part 2 
"Just as the triumphal entry of Jesus into Bethany needed a crowd, it's hard to think about entering this 
next part of Jesus' journey alone too. Even though we now know that Jesus didn't stay in the grave, the 
events of this week are important to sit with and ask Jesus, 'How did you hold the joy and the sorrow 
together than week?' and 'How can we do the same in our lives?' Walking from the joy of our 
"Hosannas" into the pain and sorrow of the crucifixion might b e an exaggeration of the ups and downs 
we experience in life, but we too yearn to find a balance between our extreme experiences.We can 
know that God understands us and can also show us how to hold both, like Jesus did." Share examples 
of how that's happening in our church, our communities, and our world.  
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Know that Jesus does offer mercy and understands that hard road between joy and devastation, 
between belief and disbelief. Know that Jesus will never leave you and will love you on whatever part of 
the road you find yourself on. Amen.  
 
Matthew 26: 17-75, 27: 11-56 (or the accounts of Jesus' crucifixion from any of the other Gospels) (as 
you read through the scripture, slowly turn off all the lights and dim the shades, ending in darkness) 
 
HWB 257 Were you there 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA 
 
Depart in silence and solemnity.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA

