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Third Sundayof Advent: Kept waiting by fear

Focus statement
0 Lord, what am I waitingfor? Why am I afraid? I see my needfor your strength in
my weaknessand my need to be ?lled with your courage in the midst of all my
fears. I long for an awakening, for a renewed trust, and for patience in the coming
of the Lord.

STS 9 As the Pauperwaits for Plenty

Call to worship
One: Oh God, my God, I cry out to you.
Many:Asking, when will I start rejoicing that you are coming? Will I trust
your faithfulness to your creation?
One: Can I be patient enough to trust in your time, instead of my own?
All: God, what am I waiting for? ‘

Prayer
God of creation we hear your call to rejoice and to be redeemed, your call for
awakening and action. You continue to wait patiently for us and to call us
beloved, yet still, sometimes, God,we are afraid. Help us in our fear and unbelief.

. God,we know you are always present and ever faithful; help us to put our trust in
you.

ResponsiveReading(from Isaiah 35:1—10)
Leader: The Lord our God will come and save us.

People: We will let go of our fears.
Leader:God will strengthen the weak hand and make firm the feeble knees.
People: We will find our strength in the Lord.
Leader: The redeemed shall walk in the way of the Lord.

All: We shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God!

HWB 366 God of Grace and God of Glory

Lighting the Advent wreaths



\

STS 26 Helplessand Hungry

Old Testament Reading Psalm 1465—10
New Testament Reading Matthew 11:2-11

Meditation Cheryl Lehmann

STJ 96 I’m pressingon the Upward Way

SharingTime

Offering

Announcements

STS 28 Holy Child within the Manger

Sending
May we turn from the despair that narrates our own lives and the world in which
we live. May we remember who God is and the promise of faithfulness that God
has made to creation.

We share signsof peace with one another


