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*HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word .
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LIGHTING OF THE PEACE LAMP .
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SHARE THE SIGN OF PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER

FOCUS STATEMENT
Together we enter the season of Adventcrying out to God!to break into our lives with a new light and
a new hope. We ask the question, God what are you waiting for?

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Oh God, our God, we cry out to you. . .
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Many: Asking, will your kingdom of peace be established on this broken earth?
One: Are you coming to intervene, to make whole your divided creation? -
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.. , All: God, what are you waiting for? .
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PRAYER

Loving God, we lift our voices to you today, crying out for a sign that you hear us, a sign that you are
here and at work. We wonder, O God, what are you waiting for? In a world of chaos and suffering, we
seek your light, we seek your hope. We call on you in our longing and our waiting; awaken us, bind us

up, gather us into your goodness, and bring us your peace.

*THEMESONG As the Pauper Waits for Plenty STS 9

OFFERING Christ is the World’s True Light HWB 334

SHARING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PRAYER TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS Psalms 122 Isaiah 2:1-5
RESPONSIVE READING (from Isaiah 2:1-5)

Leader: The word of the Lord has been established for us.

People: Come, let us walk in the word of the Lord.
Leader: The Lord has come to teach us God’s ways.
People: Come, let us walk in the way of the Lord.
Leader: The Lord has come to bring peace to all nations.
All: Come, let us walk in the peace of the Lord.

HYMN Come,Thou Long-ExpectedJesus HWB 178

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATHS
HYMN Come. Light of the World STS 3



NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 15: 11-14

CONFESSION
'

Leader: Forgive me, Lord, for not expecting you,
'
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People: even when you have told me that you are coming.
Leader: Forgive me, Lord, for being asleep,
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People: even when you have asked me to wait for you.
Leader: Forgive me, Lord, for my carelessness,
People: when all you have asked of me is to care.
Leader: Forgive me, Lord, for failing to see you, ‘

People: when your face is so obvious. (silence)
Leader: Blessed be our God, who invites us to walk in the light of the Lord!

MESSAGE Our wait begins...

NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 24:36-44 *
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COMMUNION

*HYMN Come! Walk in the Light ‘ STS 10
‘ ‘ " - ~ Vs 1,2,6

SENDlNG .
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In our weariness and fears, may the God of peace carry us up to the mountaintop, binding us toge
as one creation, awake and ready for God’s breaking in of peace.


