
SERMONON THE MOUNT MENNONITECHURCH
PEACE SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 22, 2019

PRELUDE

LIGHTINGOF THE PEACE LAMP

CALL TO WORSHIP

Group A: Come, let us praise the Lord

Group B: May our spirits rejoice in God, our Savior.

Group A: God, the All Powerful, has done great things for us. His name is holy.

Group B: His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
Group A: God has broughtdown kings from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.

Group B: He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
All: Let us glorify the Lord. Let us rejoice in. God, our Savior.

(Based on Luke 1:46-55) (JanieBlough, France)

OPENING PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Thank you, Lord God, for giving us free access to you in prayer. Through prayer, you give us the freedom
of expression without fear, becauseyou are our Father of peace, 0 God, who can be compared to you?
From age to age you are God and you reign in absolute peace,Yes, you are Yahweh Shalom, Eternal peace.
You are also called the Prince of peace. You are peaceand the source of peace, you bathe in eternal peace.
And those who obtain peace incarnate your image of peace, because they are Called your sons and

daughters.

HYMN Prayer of St. Francis/Make me a channel of your peace SR 95

SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 234; 122-6 Philippians 4:6-7

PRAYER FOR UNITY
0 God of peace. We pray that each local church and all of the churches together will commit
themselves totallyfor peace in the world, for justice and the integrity of creation, for the rights of those
who are weakest and for the needs of those who are marginalized. As you prayed for us to be one, yes,
we want to be one. We pray for the unityof Christians according to the will of Christ, that rivalries

among us would disappear so that we might live in communion and be a sign of the unity desired by

God for the family, for the church, and for society; that we might be more effectivelycommitted to

peace and the total well being of humanity. Yes, God our Father, whose goodness surpasses all

goodness, in you we ?nd peace, tranquility, and harmony. Reconcileyour divided servants; grant us your

Spirit of unity that we may be one. Make us one in love and fraternal communion; one among ourselves
and one with others; one in the peace that comes from you and brings harmony to all things; one in the

grace, love and mercy of your beloved Son who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit.

HYMN Unity SR 129



SERMON

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS

And yet, God, we have not re?ected this image. We have not always obtained this peace, Yes, we repent
of the sins we have committed against peace. We ask forgiveness from those we have offendedand

harmed, those among whom we have caused discord and division. We ask forgiveness for pride,
jealousy, ambition and greed that sometimes resulted in being unfaithful to our mission as

peacemakers. By way of repentance, we offer ourselves anew as a living sacri?ce, acceptable to God to

promote the divine plan of love, pardon, reconciliation and peace to every human. Give us this grace.
God of mercy, give us your eyes of compassion and mercy to see the terrible ordeals of humanity: wars,
terrorism, refugees, floods of immigrants, famine. Come and help us in our indifference.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION OF FAITH,COMMITMENT AND CONSECRATION PRAYER
I

Commitment to peace 0 sovereign Lord, your way is the way of peace. Blessed is the one who walks in

it, becauseon this path we ?nd mercy, love, justice, humility, obedience and patience. Peace clothes the
naked, feeds the hungry, gives a drink to those who are thirsty, takes care of the poor, reproves,
threatens, comforts and admonishes. She is sober, honest, chaste and upright in all her ways. None
takes offense at her and she leads to eternal life. (Menno Simons 1496-1561) ”The Twenty Fifth Psalm

Explained by Way of Supplication,” (1537)

HYMN Let there be peace on earth SR 53

OFFERING

PEACE IN MANY LANGUAGES

CONGREGATIONALPRAYER, SHARING, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN Shalom SR 108

SENDING PRAYER

Lord, God ofjustice and peace, help us to beat our swords into ploughshares, and our spears into

pruning hooks. Guide us from doubt to faith and from death to resurrection. Transform our despair into

hope and lead us from fear to con?dence. Encourage us to pray and work together, to laugh and cry, to
give and receive, to dream and act. May our hearts, the world and the universe be ?lled with your love,
your peace, your pardon, and your blessing. Amen

BENEDICTION
Maythe peace of God that passes all that we can imagine keep your hearts and your thoughts in the
knowledge of the love of God and of his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; and may the blessing of God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.

SHARE THE SIGN OF PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER


